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LEGISLATIVE YEAR 


would mean a loss of approximately 
four dollars per teacher (13,000 class- 
room teachers in Arkansas). 


This was a legislative year in Ark- 
ansas. Two measures were passed 
unanimously by the House of Rep- 
resentatives and by the Senate for 
the support of libraries in Arkansas. 
One of these measures was the reg- 
ular appropriation bill for the Ark- 
ansas Library Commission, $153,- 
850.00 per year, 1953-1955. The second 
measure was an appropriation bill for 
$50,000.00 per year for the next bi- 
ennium to be used in the establish- 
ment of new library service in coun- 
ties in Arkansas voting the one-mill 
tax for the support of the library at 
the last general election November 4, 
1952, and not having received state 
aid for the establishment of library 
service. The regular appropriation 
bill was signed by Governor Cherry 
and will be in effect July 1, 1953. 
The second measure for the addition- 
al money was vetoed by the Gover- 
nor. The Governor’s reason for veto- 
ing this measure was that, since li- 
brary money comes from the public 
school fund, the granting of addi- 
tional money to the Arkansas Library 
Commission would mean that the 
class-room teachers would not have 
as large a salary increase as they 
would have with all of the money 
available. The Governor estimated 
that the granting of $50,000 per year 
to the Arkansas Library Commission 


ho. | 


In behalf of the Arkansas Library 
Commission, Mrs. Merlin M. Moore, 
chairman, wrote to Governor Cherry 
expressing the regret of the Arkansas 
Library Commission that the measure 
was vetoed. The veto means that 
established county libraries will have 
to share state aid with the counties 
securing the one-mill tax November 
4, 1952, and not having received any 
state aid money. 


The Arkansas Library Commis- 
sion has studied the state aid pro- 
gram of other state libraries. The 
fairest distribution possible will be 
made of the $80,000 per year state aid, 
1953-1955. State aid in Arkansas is 
to be used for: 


1. Establishment of new library ser- 
vice. 


2.Continuation of established li- 
brary service in areas which 
have already achieved the one- 
mill tax for library support, and 
areas in which an organized ef- 
fort has been under way for the 
purpose of achieving this one- 
mill tax. 


3. Consolidation of library admin- 
istration in one or more counties. 


PLANS FOR CENTRALIZED CATALOGING 


The Arkansas Library Commission 
is hoping to adopt a program of cen- 
tralized cataloging using duplicating 
equipment. In January, Mrs. Karl 
Neal and Miss Freddy Schader vis- 
ited the St. Louis County Library to 
observe their processes and working 
operations. In April, Mrs. Karl Neal, 
Miss LaNell Compton, Mrs. Marie 
Pinckney and Mrs. Madison Bryant 
spent several days studying the cat- 
aloging and allied services of the 
Public Libraries Division, State De- 
partment of Education, Atlanta, Geor- 
gia. Miss Lucile Nix, chief consul- 
tant, and Miss Virginia Drewry, cata- 





log consultant, and other members of 
the staff were generous with their 
time and experience, giving the Ark- 
ansas librarians much helpful infor- 
mation about many phases of an ex- 
tension program for public and school 
libraries. 

The Arkansas librarians were en- 
tertained as well as instructed. On 
Tuesday evening, April 6, a dinner for 
all librarians in the Atlanta area was 
given at the Woman’s Club in honor 
of the visitors. Among those present 
were Miss Tommie Dora Barker, di- 
rector, School of Librarianship, Em- 
ory University; and Miss Sarah Jones, 
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consultant, Division of Textbooks and 
Instructional Materials, Georgia State 
Department of Education. (Miss 
Jones was guest speaker at the last 
meeting of the Arkansas Library As- 
sociation.) 

Atlanta is a beautiful city and was 
at her beautiful best for the Ark- 
ansas travelers. Miss Nix and Miss 
Jones drove the guests on a tour of 
Atlanta’s suburban estates showing 
an abundance of heavenly pink dog- 
wood and crab apple trees. Tradi- 
tional Southern hospitality matched 
the beauty of the scenery. 


Mr. John C. Settelmayer, librarian, 
Atlanta Public Library, took the vis- 
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itors on a tour of the modernistic up- 
town Atlanta Public Library, West 
Hunter Memorial Branch for Ne- 
groes, and the Uncle Remus Branch. 
The attractive buildings, the stream- 
lining of procedures, and the labor- 
saving devices utilized in this fine 
city library system were all very im- 
pressive. The travelers came home 
resolved to do likewise as far as pos- 
sible with available funds. 


Arkansas librarians are indebted to 
those fellow librarians in Atlanta, 
Georgia, for this opportunity of in- 
service training which should con- 
tribute to the improvement of li- 
brary service in Arkansas. 


DANVILLE HIGH SCHOOL BOOK FAIR 
By Gail Gateley! 


“Ladies and gentlemen! Come to 
the great, the wonderful, the gigantic 
circus sponsored by the Danville 
High School Library Clubs! See the 
finest exhibit of books in captivity! 
They’re all under one roof for your 
inspection.” 

Yes, we had a circus ....a book 
fair. Our purpose was to create in- 
terest in our library and in new 
books, and we feel that we really 
succeeded. We'll tell you how it all 
started. We library club members 
had been making posters for the bul- 
letin boards one afternoon when one 
of the girls found an article about a 
book fair in one of the LIBRARY 
JOURNALS. We sat down and read 
the story of how another school had 
put on a book fair... it sounded like 
lots of fun . . . and there would be 
all those nice new books to look 
through . . . why, maybe we could 
have one! We ran to Mrs. Keathley, 
our librarian, with our idea; she 
liked it, and at a joint meeting of the 
Junior and Senior Library Clubs we 
voted to have a fair. A committee 
was appointed to make plans; it was 
a very large one, as almost everyone 
volunteered to be on it! Using the 


READER’S GUIDE, we found many 
other articles on book fairs. From the 
Children’s Book Council in New York 
we ordered a paper edition of The 
Wonderful World of Books, and from 
the SCHOLASTIC MAGAZINE we 
ordered a Book Bazaar Kit. We did 
a lot of reading . . . someone found a 
fair that had been put on as a circus 

. why couldn’t we have one, too? 
Then the comments came thick and 
fast. “Sure, fairs and circuses go to- 
gether ... I'll make a Ferris wheel 
with my erector set!” “I can make 
an airplane ride and we can use book 
jackets for the planes ... we can 
make animals out of cardboard . . 
and dress up like clowns .. . I want 
to help.” “Me, too!” 

After completing our plans, we 
met with Mr. Chitwood, our super- 
intendent; he approved, gave us some 
good suggestions, and set the date 
for May 5. This was to be a non- 
profit activity; we couldn’t spend 
much money, so we used every meth- 
od to economize. We wrote to pub- 
lishers listed by the Children’s Book 
Council that would pay postage both 
ways on their book exhibits, and to 
the Arkansas Library Commission 


iMiss Gateley, president of the Senior Library Club at Danville High School, 
is also treasurer of the Arkansas Student Librarians Association. 
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which pays transportation one way, 
and to several salesmen in Arkansas 
who would send their books and pick 
them up later. All of them responded, 
as did the Baptist Book Store in 
Little Rock, by sending us many 
good books. The Commission also 
sent us a wonderful scrapbook of 
book jackets and a lot of book lists. 


Invitations were sent to parents 
and to each librarian in Yell County 
and to the student library assistants. 
Representatives from our clubs spoke 
to all church and civic groups in 
town asking them to come. Mr. Bob 
Fisher, editor of the YELL COUNTY 
RECORD, gave us a good front page 
story. Cardboard from merchants’ 
store rooms and the opaque machine 
allowed even those of us with no ar- 
tistic ability to develop large animals 
from small cut-outs and pictures. We 
painted them with art supplies “bor- 
rowed” from elementary school. 
Fifty cents was spent on balloons to 
hang from the top of the “tent”. 
Books were displayed on tables under 
signs with circus language; bulletin 
boards featured a barker, a bareback 
rider, and a fortune teller; all slogans 
were in circus lingo, but at the same 
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time they urged the reading of the 
best in books. 


On the morning of May 5 faculty 
members and parents brought bas- 
kets of flowers; we arranged a serv- 
ing table on our charging desk. At 
ten o’clock the doors were opened to 
the first graders. They all found 
chairs and looked and looked. Their 
enthusiasm was typical of each group 
that came. Over 500 people signed 
our guest book; others continued to 
come all through the week. (We kept 
the books about three weeks to make 
selections for next year.) Mrs. Karl 
Neal and Miss Freddy Schader from 
the Arkansas Library Commission 
gave us a big thrill when they came 
and spent a large part of the day 
with us. 


That first night we dressed in for- 
mals to greet our guests; it was an 
exciting and happy day ... but sad, 
too, in some ways. Near closing time, 
one tiny little boy hugging a big 
beautiful book came up to Mrs. 
Keathley to ask what time it was. 
When she told him it was 9:30 he 
burst into tears and said, “I can’t pos- 
sibly finish this by ten o’clock!” 


EFFECTIVE DISPLAYS FOR SMALL LIBRARIES 
By Shannon J. Henderson! 


Many times a perfectly good book 
stands unused on a library shelf for 
months, simply because the title is 
not particularly interesting or the 
cover may be a little faded and un- 
attractive. We have learned that cir- 
culation of these “shy” books can be 
increased by making a display of 
them. At the same time, talented 
people in the school and the com- 
munity have a chance to show their 
artistic talents when they are invited 
to help with these displays. 

Our copy of Gone With the Wind 
had not been used from September 
to December, until our commercial 
teacher decided to dress dolls in Civil 
War costumes and place them in the 


1Mr. Henderson is librarian at Deer 


library. A junior girl who has some 
artistic talent drew a large picture 
of a Southern mansion for the dis- 
play. Scarlett O’Hara was the most 
popular figure in the display; and 
Gone With the Wind soon became 
one of our most popular books. 
Our display on nutrition, entitled 
“Health Is Not Just Luck”, drew 
warm words of praise from a staff 
member of the State Department of 
Health. We cut a “basic foods chart” 
into seven pie-shaped pieces, backed 
them with construction paper, and 
placed them around a picture of some 
very appetizing food. Our circula- 
tion of books on foods and food 
products immediately improved. 


School, Deer, Arkansas. 
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Last year our commercial teacher 
and two senior girls made a very 
lovely doll house, using discarded 
apple crates from the lunch room. 
Furniture was carved to scale by a 
senior boy in our shop class. Books 
about dolls and doll houses were dis- 
played. Since that time a number 
of doll houses have been made in the 
grade rooms, and our books on hob- 
bies are in constant circulation. 


Another very effective display was 
the one featuring American Indian 
life and culture. One side was cut 
out of a large cardboard box, leaving 
one whole side and the top of the 
box open. Pictures of mountains 
were drawn on the insides of the re- 
maining sides. Small pine branches 
set in artists’ clay soon became trees. 
A small canoe was set on a blue con- 
struction paper lake. Sand and gravel 
was scattered under the trees. Card- 
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board Indians were made by a sev- 
enth grade girl. Several books about 
Indians were placed near the display, 
but they did not stay there long! 


Other displays of interest were 
dolls made by the Home Economics 
department of another school, colored 
leaves mounted on cardboard by our 
second grade students, and a minia- 
ture Christmas tree made by girls in 
the eleventh grade. 


These are just a few of our ideas 
for increasing book circulation. They 
have been very effective in Deer 
School Library, and we believe they 
could easily be used in any library. 
So, if you have a few books that are 
not checked out as often as they 
should be, try making a display for 
them. Invite students to help. And 
watch your circulation of books 
grow! 


LIBRARY INSTRUCTION ON THE GENERAL 
EDUCATION LEVEL 


By Annie May Alston! 


The objectives of the college library 
should harmonize completely with 
those of the institution of which it is 
a part, and the college library should 
seek to establish no objectives apart 
from those to which the whole insti- 
tution is dedicated. Harding is a 
Christian college of arts and sciences, 
and the first two years of the stu- 
dent’s academic life are committed to 
pursuance of the objectives of general 
education. A concerted effort has 
been made to integrate our library 
instructional program with this gen- 
eral education program for students 
during these first two years. The 
following discussion, therefore, does 
not include instruction which we give 
in non-general education courses nor 
the continuous instruction to indi- 
vidual students as the need arises. 


I. Time of Instruction 


A. On the freshman level: all stu- 
dents are given one week of li- 


brary instruction. Instruction 
begins in the third week of the 
fall semester, after students have 
had time to become somewhat 
adjusted to the strange, new life 
on the college campus, and when 
competition with other activities 
is not quite so keen. 

B. On the sophomore level: imme- 
diately after library instruction 
to freshman students is com- 
pleted, instruction is begun for 
students on the sophomore level, 
and completed by the end of the 
first six weeks of the second 
semester. 

Instruction on these two levels is ' 
staggered, because the librarian who 
handles the teaching program must 
simultaneously fulfill administrative 
responsibilities. 


II. Prescribed General Education 
Courses Through Which Students 
Receive Library Instruction 


1Miss Alston is librarian at Harding College, Searcy, Arkansas. 





A. On the freshman level: all sec- 
tions of Communications. 


B. On the sophomore level: all sec-, 


tions of World Affairs and In- 
stitutions, Humanities, Biology, 
Religion, Health and Safety. 


III. Number of Class Periods of 
Instruction 


A. On the freshman level: three 
class periods, Tuesday, Thurs- 
day and Saturday of the same 
week. 


B. On the sophomore level: two 
class periods with a week’s in- 
terval between classes (this in- 
terval is allowed in order that 
students may have sufficient 
time in which to prepare their 
assignment). 


IV. Clear Statement of Objectives to 
Students 


A. On the freshman level: 

1. The position the library with 
its facilities holds in the stu- 
dent’s program. 

2.The location of materials in 
our library. 

3. Library policies and regula- 
tions. 


4.Thorough understanding of 

the card catalog, Readers’ 
Guide, general encyclopedias 
and yearbooks, dictionaries 
and biographical reference 
books. 


It may be noted that instruction on‘ 


the freshman level is confined to the 
learning of a minimum number of 
reference books which it is believed 
the student actually needs during his 


first year. An effort has been made’ 


to avoid the common mistake of 
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2. Acquaintance with authorities 
in the field of study; e.g. Sar- 
ton in the history of science, 
Comstock in nature study, 
Ditmars in the study of rep- 
tiles. 


3. Knowledge of techniques in- 
volved in searching for ma- 
terial. A recognition of the 
type of library problem in- 
volved, and of the procedure 
to be followed in solving the 
problem. 


‘ V. Content of Instruction 
A. On the freshman level: 


1.Syllabus containing the floor 
plan of the library, policies 
and regulations, the second 
summary of the Dewey Deci- 
mal classification, and a bibli- 
ography of general reference 
tools. 

2.Lesson plans covering the 
card catalog, Readers’ Guide 
and general reference books, 
and the location of various li- 
brary materials. 


. On the sophomore level: 


1.Bibliography of reference 
titles in the specific subject 
area. 

2.An assignment covering the 
periodical indexes to which 
our library subscribes: Read- 
ers’ Guide, International In- 
dex, and Education Index: and 
Essay and General Literature 
Index, and the New York 
Times Index. 

3.A series of twenty questions 
to be answered by titles listed 
in the subject bibliography. 


The following questions asked in 
Humanities are representative of the 
other subject areas. Where may I 


crowding into this first library in- 
struction reference titles for which 
the student has little or no use. 


find: 
B. On the sophomore level: ‘ A list of novels on the Civil War? 
1. Knowledge of basic reference The author of the poem which be- 
tools in the subject area un- gins, “Under the wide and starry 


der consideration. sky”? 
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A discussion of twentieth century 
literature? 


The most complete bibliography of 
John Ruskin? 


Critical statements regarding 
Shakespeare’s Merchant of Ve- 
nice? 


A discussion of patriotic songs and 
hymns in American literature? 

An explanation of the term, poetic 
justice? 

An illustration of the Globe The- 
atre? 


The author of the quotation, “Life 
is not so short but that there is 
always time for courtesy”? 


A full discussion of the life and 
work of John Milton? 


An illustration of a flying buttress? 

A reproduction of De Vinci’s Mona 
Lisa? 

Illustrations of Italian dress in the 
fifteenth century? 

A discussion of Latin American art? 


Information on the various Ma- 
donna paintings? 

Treatment of the musical career of 
Richard Strauss? 

Material on German folk music? 


The date of the first performance 
of Roy Harris’ Third Symphony? 


Information on the Anglican chant? 


VI. Advantage of Library Instruction 
Offered through Regularly 
Scheduled Classes 


1.Students are assured of obtain- 
ing basic library instruction in an 
organized manner. 
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2.Instruction in these library fun- 
damentals through classes rather 
than through individual cases 
greatly conserves the time of the 
library staff. If a tool or a li- 
brary procedure can be taught to 
a class of thirty in a matter of 
minutes, it is sheer extravagance 
to teach that tool or procedure on 
thirty different occasions. 


3. When library information is dis- 
seminated through regular class 
channels, students are able to see 
the relationship of such instruc- 
tion to specific courses offered. 
When library instruction is sep- 
arated from specific courses, it 
may assume the role of an extra- 
curricular activity. 


4.In classroom situations, faculty 
members have the opportunity of 
cooperating with the library 
staff in planning instruction and 
of participating actively in the 
discussion periods. Manifestation 
of the faculty member’s interest 
in such a program of instruction 
has a very wholesome influence 
on students. 


5. Through such normal classroom 
procedures, the faculty member 
is in a position to make follow-up 
assignments in terms of the li- 
brary instruction which the stu- 
dents have so recently received. 


The library staff of Harding Col- 
lege would be the first to admit that 
the above outlined program of library 
instruction is not without its weak- 
nesses; but we believe that in prin- 
ciple such instruction is sound. We 
have the testimony of many students 
who enthusiastically declare that it 
works. 
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GRANT COUNTY LIBRARY OPENS NEW BUILDING 


By Clarice Johnson! 


The citizens of Grant County were 
literally bursting with pride on Sun- 
day afternoon, May 13th, when, in 
simple informal manner, the new 
Grant County Memorial Library held 
its formal opening. More than six 
hundred people from all sections of 
the county and neighboring counties 
visited the library, signed the reg- 
ister, and were enthusiastic with 
their praise for the building and its 
beautiful furnishings. 


Out-of-town guests included a large 
number of former citizens, district 
officials, librarians and library trus- 
tees from other counties, Mrs. Karl 
Neal, executive secretary and libra- 
rian of the Arkansas Library Com- 
mission with members of her staff, 
and Mrs. Merlin Moore, chairman of 
the Arkansas Library Commission 
Board. 


The building was made possible by 
the donation of a small city lot by the 
late J. N. Mingea and a $5,000 cash 
donation by Dr. O. R. Kelley, one of 
the county’s best loved and most 
philanthropic citizens, and smaller 
gifts by practically every citizen and 
civic organization in the county, plus 
many hours of planning and toil by 
a civic-spirited people. 


With a concrete and steel frame- 
work and foundation and walls of 
buff brick, the building is located on 
the corner of Oak and Pine Streets 
in the business section of Sheridan, 
the county seat. The plain lines of 
the modern architectural type of 
building are broken by a double fa- 
cade, with half-wall flower boxes, 
built of native stone, which extend 


from the east entrance around the 
corner to the south entrance. 


The forty-by-seventy-foot structure 
consists of one large reading and cir- 
culation room, stock room, combined 
office-work room, three rest rooms, 
auditorium, kitchen and nursery— 
the latter three to be used also by 
civic organizations. 

Interior walls of the building are 
plaster painted a soft green which 
blends beautifully into the grayish 
asphalt tile floor and the grayed-oak 
furnishings. 

Windows which are about 514 feet 
from the floor permit the entire wall 
to be used for shelving. Two “L” 
shaped, double-faced counter-height 
shelves are topped with copper-lined 
planters, which serve as partitions 
for reading tables while adding 
beauty and distinction with their 
fresh growing plants. About twenty- 
two feet of slanting shelving, one 
slanting table and bench comprise the 
picture-books section, which is con- 
veniently arranged with the easy 
books, juveniles and magazines for 
children and young people. 

A 12-foot counter-height rounded 
desk, with built-in card files and 
storage shelves, serves as a circula- 
tion desk. A great part of the fur- 
nishings were given as memorials. 
All furnishings were built out of na- 
tive materials by a local cabinet 
maker. 

Grant County Library, which was 
organized in August, 1934, as a WPA 
project, now has about seven thou- 
sand books, subscribes to about 
twenty-five magazines, and serves 
both white and Negro population. 


IMrs. Johnson is librarian of Grant County Library, Sheridan. 
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REGNAT POPULUS: DO THE PEOPLE RULE? 


There is no more noble tradition in 
our society today than the tradition 
of free sources of information avail- 
able to all the people. The motto of 
our state is Regnat Populus, let the 
people rule. Fundamentally, we be- 
lieve that the people must rule, but 
to rule wisely and well, they must 
substitute enlightenment and under- 
standing for ignorance and intoler- 
ance. 

Some agency such as the free pub- 
lic library is a necessary ingredient 
in the functioning society of Arkansas 
and the nation. In our libraries, and 
as a result of our efforts, our people 
become better citizens and our com- 
munities better communities in which 
to live. 

We, as librarians and trustees, are 
continually striving toward these 
high ideals. Is it enough? Should not 
all the good citizens of Arkansas be 
working and helping us to reach these 
ideals, to achieve new goals of li- 
brary service for all the people? 

Thoughts like these prompted the 
trustees of the Arkansas Library 
Commission to extend an invitation 
to trustees all over the state to meet 
in Little Rock June 5. They hoped 
that from this meeting would come 
the impetus toward organization of 
a Citizens Library Committee, first 
locally and then on a state-wide basis. 
Mrs. Lee Martin, trustee, Arkansas 
Library Commission, was in charge 
of the program. 

“Talking over the Trustee’s Job”, 
a panel discussion with Miss Pearl 


Williamson, Commission board mem- 
ber from DeQueen, as moderator, was 
featured at the morning session of 
this called meeting of library trus- 
tees which convened at 10:30 on Fri- 
day morning, June 5, at Hotel 
Marion. Mrs. J. N. Moose, Heber 
Springs, president of the Trustee sec- 
tion, Arkansas Library Association, 
presided. Mrs. Merlin Moore, chair- 
man, Arkansas Library Commission 
board, Little Rock, explained the 
purpose of the meeting. The state 
library program was explained by 
Mrs. Karl Neal, state librarian. Mr. 
J. R. Kennan and Mr. Archie Mon- 
roe, trustees from Washington and 
Columbia counties respectively, dis- 
cussed state library laws; Mrs. Nels 
Barnett, Independence county trus- 
tee, spoke on library trends. Miss 
Mary Sue Shepherd, Little Rock, li- 
brarian of Pulaski County Library, 
who is president of the Arkansas Li- 
brary Association, told the advan- 
tages of membership in state and 
national library associations. Mrs. 
I. T. Hill, Commission board member 
from Imboden, told about Citizens 
Library movements in Louisiana, 
Tennessee and Mississippi. 


A luncheon which closed the meet- 
ing was presided over by Mr. J. A. 
Womack, Ouachita county trustee. 
Luncheon speaker was Dr. James W. 
Workman, former trustee of North 
Little Rock Library, who elaborated 
on the “Treasures of a Trustee”. 


LEFT-OVERS FROM ALA LOS ANGELES CONVENTION 


Miss Flora B. Ludington, librarian 
of Mount Holyoke College, South 
Hadley, Massachusetts, first vice- 
president and president-elect of the 
American Library Association, was 
inaugurated as president on Friday, 
June 26, at the final General Session 
of the 72nd Annual Conference of the 
ALA in Los Angeles held in Phil- 
harmonic Auditorium, June 21-27. 
Librarian at Mount Holyoke since 


1936, Miss Ludington formerly served 
as chairman of the ALA Board on 
International Relations, and is dis- 
tinguished for her work in the li- 
brary field abroad as well as in the 
United States. She holds degrees in 
history and library science, and re- 
cently received an honorary LLD de- 
gree from Mills College in California. 
Mr. Robert Bingham Downs, direc- 
tor, University of Illinois Library and 
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Library School, Urbana, Illinois, has 
been ALA president during the past 
year. 

The coveted Newbery-Caldecott 
awards for the outstanding children’s 
books of 1952 were awarded Tuesday 
night, June 23, at a banquet of the 
Children’s Library Association at the 
Hotel Statler. The event was a social 
highlight of this 72nd Annual Con- 
ference of the American Library As- 
sociation. 

Ann Nolan Clark, of Santa Fe, New 
Mexico, received the Newbery Medal 
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for The Secret of the Andes (the Vi- 
king Press) which was selected as the 
most distinguished book for children. 
It is a tale of the lonely life in the 
high mountain reaches, and the train- 
ing of a young Inca boy to carry on 
the traditions of his proud people. 


The Caldecott Medal for the most 
distinguished picture book for chil- 
dren went to Lynd Ward of Leona, 
New Jersey, for The Biggest Bear 
(Houghton Mifflin). 


THE ALA-UNESCO GIFT COUPON PROJECT 


The International Relations Board 
of the American Library Association 
has been attempting recently to in- 
terest librarians to participate in an 
information program on the Unesco 
Gift Coupon Plan. The Unesco Gift 
Coupon (as distinguished from the 
Book Coupon Scheme) has been set 
up to aid educational projects in 
underdeveloped countries by supply- 
ing a form of international currency 
to be used for purchasing needed 
equipment and tools. Voluntary do- 
nations from the United States and 
eight other participating countries 
are thus channeled to permit intelli- 
gent giving by groups here and 
abroad. 


Unesco has sought the cooperation 
of the ALA on this plan because li- 
braries are an excellent source of in- 
formation in their communities— 
many organizations look to libraries 
for stimulation and program ma- 
terials. The International Relations 
Board was therefore pleased to spon- 
sor the ALA-Unesco Gift Coupon 
Project, which was designed to sup- 
ply information on the Gift Coupon 


to public libraries. This information 
is available to smaller libraries 
through state extension agencies. In- 
formed community groups will thus 
be enabled to provide practical edu- 
cational assistance where it is needed, 
and to establish direct relations with 
those whom they assist. Libraries 
will not sell coupons; community 
groups will obtain them direct from 
Unesco. Libraries will thus present 
the information, community groups 
will supply the action on the pro- 
gram. 


The educational equipment needed 
includes laboratory apparatus, voca- 
tional and handicraft tools, books 
and audio-visual materials. The Ark- 
ansas Library Commission has al- 
ready received five sets of exhibit 
materials on the ALA-Unesco Gift 
Coupon Project, which may be bor- 
rowed from the Commission office. 
This project has now been closed but 
any public library may obtain a set 
of these exhibit materials upon re- 
quest. The address is Unesco Gift 
——" Office, United Nations, New 
York. 





— eS a oe 


font zm 


om m= 65 me See TP Oe OTP 


I 





ARKANSAS LIBRARIES 


13 


AN OPEN LETTER FROM GENERAL LIBRARY, 
UNIVERSITY OF ARKANSAS 


To Arkansas libraries: 


Early this year the University Li- 
brary sent copies of a bibliography, 
Arkansas Books and Writers, by V. L. 
Jones and G. H. Clark, to libraries in 
the state. It was prepared as a sup- 
plement to Arkansas Books, compiled 
by J. P. Matthews and V. L. Jones 
(University of Arkansas Bulletin, v. 
25, No. 8, July 15, 1931). 


We consider Arkansas Books and 
Writers a preliminary list. We are 
fully aware that many items that 
should properly be there do not ap- 
pear in the original list or supple- 
ment. If interest seems to warrant 
it, we hope later to bring out a bibli- 
ography in a more permanent form 
which will supersede both lists. 
Won't you examine the lists and re- 


port any titles known to you that we 
have omitted? Do you think that the 
final list should be a project spon- 
sored by Arkansas Library Associa- 
tion and handled by a committee from 
the Association? Your assistance and 
advice will be greatly appreciated. 


Sincerely yours, 
Marvin A. Miller, 
Director of Libraries 


P. S. Copies of Matthews and Jones 
are still available on request. We 
will gladly send an extra copy to any 
library that will check its holdings 
and return it for recording in the 
Union Catalog of Arkansiana we are 
compiling. Holdings listed in Jones 
and Clark may be reported by listing 
item numbers. 


UNCLE SAM HELPS US 


A study of the existing policies and 
programs of U. S. Government agen- 
cies which benefit the libraries of the 
nation was announced by Mr. John 
H. Ottemiller, chairman of the Fed- 
eral Relations Committee of the 
American Library Association. Mr. 
Ottemiller, who is associate librarian 
at Yale University, New Haven, 


Connecticut, appointed Phillips Tem- 
ple, librarian of Georgetown Univer- 
sity, Washington, D. C., to conduct 
the study. 

Upon completion, this study was to 
be distributed to librarians prior to 
their annual conference in Los An- 
geles in June, in order that it might 
serve as a basis of discussion. 


BOOKS FOR YOU 


American Library Association. 
Trustees Section. The Library Trus- 
tee. Prepared... by Anna Gertrude 
Hall. Chicago, A.L.A., 1937. $2.35. 


This little book is indeed the an- 
swer to a conscientious trustee’s 
prayer. In concise form, it gives a 
summary of essential facts about the 
library board and its powers, library 
operation, money and tax support for 
libraries, staff and personnel policies, 
and a whole section on the require- 
ments and privileges of library trus- 
teeship. 


The Citizens’ Library Movement 
Handbook, compiled by the CLM 


Handbook committee, De Soto Coun- 
ty, Mississippi. 1952. 


De Soto county courthouse, at Her- 
nando, Mississippi, is headquarters 
for Mississippi’s first regional library. 
The paper-bound booklet answers 
such questions as: What is a CLM, 
What the CLM can mean to the li- 
brarian and to the library board of 
trustees. Several county-wide organ- 
izational charts are given, and a dis- 
cussion of duties for committees such 
as Membership, Legislation, Public 
Relations, and a good many others. 
Constitution and by-laws, and a re- 
gional and state-wide Citizens Li- 
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brary organization are adequately 
covered. 


Do you think that Arkansas people 
who are interested in library service 
or the possibility of library service in 
their areas should read this hand- 
book? 


LIBRARY TRENDS. Pub. at Uni- 
versity of Illinois Library School, 
Urbana, Illinois. Quarterly. v. 1, 
no. 1, July, 1952. Subscription price, 
$5.00. Single issues, $2.00. 

LIBRARY TRENDS is a “journal 
in librarianship” which “provides a 
medium for evaluative recapitulation 
of current thought and practice, 
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searching for those ideas and proce- 
dures which hold the greatest poten- 
tialities for the future. Each issue is 
concerned with one aspect of libra- 
rianship. Each is planned by an in- 
vited guest editor. All articles are 
by invitation. Suggestions for future 
issues are welcomed and should be 
sent to the Managing Editor.” 


The Arkansas Library Commission 
has a subscription to this journal. 
Four issues have been received so far: 
July, 1952, University Libraries; Oc- 
tober, 1952, Current Trends in Spe- 
cial Libraries; January, 1953, Current 
Trends in School Libraries; and Ap- 
ril, 1953, Public Libraries. 


NEWS NOTES 


A GROUP of 37 Arkansas librari- 
ans and library trustees made a three- 
day tour of libraries in eastern Ark- 
ansas by chartered bus May 11-13, 
starting from Little Rock. The 614- 
mile trip, with nineteen scheduled 
stops in twelve counties, was spon- 
sored by the Arkansas Library Com- 
mission to provide an exchange of 
ideas on library improvements and 
problems. Mrs. Karl Neal, state li- 
brarian, was in charge of the tour. 
Arkansas Library Commission board 
members who went on the tour were 
Miss Pearl Williamson, DeQueen; 
Mrs. Lee Martin, Little Rock; Mrs. 
C. N. Ruffin, DeWitt; Mrs. Almon 
Faught, Jonesboro; and Mrs. I. T. 
Hill, Imboden. The tour took the 
group to libraries at Pine Bluff, Hel- 
ena, Forrest City, Osceola, Manila, 
Jonesboro, Walnut Ridge, Pocahon- 
tas, Newport, Augusta, Searcy, Con- 
way, Morrilton and Little Rock, with 
the tour ending at Little Rock. Other 
similar tours are being planned for 
other sections of the state. 


THE GATEWOOD MEMORIAL 
LIBRARY at Lake Village is now 
open on two afternoons each week. 
Mrs. W. H. Drew serves as librarian. 


MISS LOUISE CARVER has ac- 
cepted a position as librarian at the 
Brinkley Public Library, to replace 


Mrs. Weldon Duncan who has re- 
signed. 


THE LITTLE ROCK PUBLIC LI- 
BRARY has been designated as a de- 
pository library for United States 
government publications by Senator 
John L. McClellan. Because of lack 
of space, the Little Rock library will 
be a selective depository. Documents 
will be selected on the basis of com- 
munity need, and are to be requested 
in advance of publication and sent 
out daily by the Superintendent of 
Documents, reaching the library 
within 24 hours. Arkansas has five 
other depository libraries. 


MRS. ED E. ASHBAUGH, St. Vin- 
cent’s Infirmary, was elected presi- 
dent of the Arkansas Association of 
Medical Librarians at a meeting of 
the group in Hot Springs, May 4. 


GUY R. LYLE, director of libraries 
at Louisiana State University since 
1944, was library consultant at Ark- 
ansas State Teachers College, Con- 
way, May 11-13. An authority in 
college and university librarianship, 
Mr. Lyle is author of several works 
and a frequent contributor to pro- 
fessional library journals. He advised 
the ASTC library staff on library 
problems in a general education pro- 
gram. 
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MISS VELMA LEE ADAMS, for- 
mer assistant librarian at Southern 
State College, Magnolia, has accepted 
the position as librarian since the 
resignation of Miss Georgena Wright. 
Mrs. David R. Pugh of Magnolia has 
accepted a temporary appointment 
as assistant librarian. 


SHIRLEY, A SMALL COMMUN- 
ITY NORTHWEST OF CLINTON, 
has a library which is sponsored by 
the County Home Demonstration 
Club. The collection is housed in the 
home of Mrs. Larkin Gibson, who 
serves as librarian. 


MRS. PAUL WYLIE is custodian 
of the Carthage branch of the Dallas 
County Library which is located in 
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the office of the Paul Wylie Service 
Station. The library is open every 
day except Tuesday from ten until 
three o’clock. 


MISS AYLEEN RAGLAND, libra- 
rian at Parker Elementary School in 
Fort Smith, is working during the 
summer as assistant in the cataloging 
department at the Commission head- 
quarters library. 


MISS MINNIE D. GAY, who has 
24 years of teaching experience in 
Greene county schools, has been 
named librarian for the Greene 
County Public Library, Paragould, 
for a three-month period, after which 
she will return to her position on the 
faculty of West Memphis High School. 


TALKING ABOUT DISPLAYS—— 


Has your library had a display that 
you are proud of? 

We are planning an exhibit of 
these displays at the Arkansas Li- 
brary Association Convention in Oc- 
tober. 

Please plan to bring or send one or 
more of your displays that you feel 


has accomplished most in making 
your library a greater influence in 
your community. 


Miss Mary Sue Shepherd 
President, 
Arkansas Library Association 


CONFERENCE CHATTER, 1953 
By Freddy Schader! 


We boarded the train on Friday, 
June 19, glad to leave behind the 100- 
degree temperatures of Arkansas for 
a few days. We were whisked across 
the plains, by snow-covered peaks, 
through seemingly endless miles of 
sagebrush, by the Devil’s Slide, the 
Three Witches in Wyoming, and we 
finally were rewarded by seeing 
grove after grove of orange trees. 
Then we knew we had reached Cal- 
ifornia. From our room at the Bilt- 
more we looked out on Pershing 
Park, where a colorful growing bou- 
quet greeted our eyes. Everything in 
California is on a big or unusual 
scale. We were soon told that re- 
cently Pershing Park was picked up 
bodily and moved so that under- 


ground storage space could be built 
for hundreds of cars. Then the park 
was replaced, and there were flowers 
blooming just as ever. 

Our first meeting was in the 
Golden State Room at the Statler 
Hotel, where Doris Gates spoke on 
“Beyond the Four Hills”. She was 
a joy to hear because she was making 
a plea for stardust in juvenile books, 
and she spoke of “childhood bending 
beside you”. She said, “Before you 
can measure you must imagine. 
Books build character, because they 
touch the heart and soul of man- 
kind”. That afternoon it was our 
good fortune to meet her at the re- 
ception for California authors and 
illustrators. She was good to look at 


Miss Schader is circulation librarian, Arkansas Library Commission. 
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and very gracious. We also met 
Holling C. Holling, Leo Politi, Eu- 
genia Stone, and numerous others 
whose books we’d read. 


It was difficult to rise and shine 
early Tuesday morning when a gentle 
ocean breeze was blowing, but the 
School Librarians’ Breakfast was on 
schedule, also at the Statler in a blue 
and gold room. Such a profusion of 
flowers—flowers on all the tables, on 
the speaker’s table an arrangement 
of bird of paradise, the California 
state flower, and girls passing out 
corsages to all the guests. Mrs. 
Rachael De Angelo, who called for 
the state reports, was just as impres- 
sive in person as we expected her to 
be from her cordial letters. Those of 
us giving reports from the school li- 
brary sections of the state organiza- 
tions found our places by locating 
our state flags. The reports were 
short, but there was still time enough 
for me to invite all to visit our school 
section of the Arkansas Library As- 
sociation during our annual confer- 
ence in Little Rock and also in Hot 
Springs at the A.E.A. meeting. 


At this A.A.S.L. breakfast and 
again at C.S.Y.P. Librarians’ lunch- 
eon, we heard Vernon Ives from Hol- 
iday House give a report of publish- 
ing needs for juvenile books. This 
was a report compiled from those 
long, long, long questionnaires sent 
out in the spring. (Did you labor 
over one, too?) At any rate, we be- 
lieve we know now what’s needed in 
juvenile books. 


All the general sessions were in- 
teresting and informative, but of 
course the outstanding one to us was 
on Wednesday morning. After two 
excellent talks on books of the West, 
one by James (Jay) Monaghan and 
one by William Ready, the awards 
were presented. The Arkansas Li- 
brary Commission was the recipient 
of the Letter Library Award, an an- 
nual award given for humanizing 
knowledge. We were all very proud 


*We did eat enchilidas—delicious. 
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of Arkansas, her librarians, and their 
extension of library service when 
Mrs. Karl Neal, executive secretary 
and librarian, received the certifi- 
cate and check for the Arkansas Li- 
brary Commission. 


A few “asides” were necessary! 
We toured Los Angeles by night via 
Tanner-Greyline Tour. Because of a 
late meeting we had rushed to the 
bus sans food, expecting to eat dur- 
ing our thirty-minute stop on Olvera 
Street, the old Mexican part of Los 
Angeles. We didn’t reckon with the 
speed of the Mexicans. After three 
futile attempts to get a table we were 
finally seated, but we were told that 
they were very busy as well as short 
of help, and they couldn’t promise to 
serve us in thirty minutes. After a 
long time a waiter appeared. He told 
us he wouldn’t eat if he had only 
thirty minutes. He shook his head 
sadly and stated, “Not good for you 
—not good for me!”* 


The tour ended at the Griffith Ob- 
servatory, where a view of the city 
with its millions of twinkling lights 
was something to be long remem- 
bered. 


Another evening we had dined at 
Lowry’s Prime Rib Place where the 
ribs are rolled right up to the tables 
in shining copper electric ovens. The 
food was served piping hot from 
these ovens. From there we went to 
the Turnabout Theater which is 
really unique. (Ask Mrs. Moore how 
far it is from Lowry’s to the Turn- 
about.) Half of the evening was 
spent watching a puppet show. 
Then there was an intermission, and 
coffee was served in the patio. When 
we returned to the theater, the seats 
were turned about and Elsa Lan- 
caster and other live actors enter- 
tained us for the remainder of the 
evening. 


Meeting old friends and making 
new ones is part of the pleasure of 
every conference. There were ten 
present from Arkansas—Miss Geor- 
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gia Clark, reference librarian, Uni- 
versity of Arkansas Library; Mrs. 
Vernon Hardcastle, circulation libra- 
rian, Little Rock Public Library; Mrs. 
Annie Jackson, librarian, Clark 
County Library, Arkadelphia; Mr. 
Marvin Miller, director of libraries, 
University of Arkansas; Mrs. Merlin 
Moore, chairman, Arkansas Library 
Commission; Mrs. Karl Neal, execu- 
tive secretary and librarian, Arkan- 
sas Library Commission; Mrs. Hazel 
Prichard, librarian, Hempstead Coun- 
ty Library, Hope; Mrs. Dula Reid, 
librarian, Faulkner-Van Buren Re- 
gional Library, Conway; Miss Freddy 
Schader, circulation librarian, Ark- 
ansas Library Commission; and Miss 
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Elsie Weisenberger, librarian, North 
Little Rock Public Library. 

It was fun to see again and to be 
with Miss Irene Mason, Miss Mary 
Louise Giraud, who had charge of 
the Bookmobile Workshop, Miss Vi- 
vian Maddox, and Miss Dorothy 
Black who joined our group on sev- 
eral occasions. 

Even though Los Angeles was my 
first experience in attending an an- 
nual A.L.A. conference, I saw and 
heard enough to go on and on and on 
like the little brook. Why don’t you 
start saving your pennies now, so 
that you will be among the delega- 
tion when “All aboard for Minneap- 
olis” is called next summer? 











WE SOLICIT YOUR MEMBERSHIP!! 


Just clip and mail the coupon below: 


oe 





Mrs. H. V. Sorrels, Treasurer 
Arkansas Library Association 


Brinkley, Arkansas 


Dear Mrs. Sorrels: 


Enclosed find $2.00 for membership in the Arkansas Library 


Association, 1953. 








Name Library position 








Address Date 














WE NEED THESE 


The Arkansas Library Commission’s files are short of the 
following issues of ARKANSAS LIBRARIES. If you have extra 
copies you do not need, please send them to the Commission 
office. Thank you. 


January, 1946 
July, 1946 
July, 1948 











